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Why be a part of Project Smile?
Why NOT?
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	Do

YOU…
	  Have an 

IDEA…
	To make 

PEOPLE SMILE?


Are you a Muskie or UGRAD (FSAU) alumnus?  Do you want to help the children, the elderly or people with disabilities in your community through public service events?
Apply today to be a part of Project Smile!
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When you participate in Project Smile, you will receive:

· $250 towards project smile activities (snacks, advertisements for volunteers, supplies, etc.)
· A Project Smile tool kit, which includes:

·  [image: image1.wmf]Project Smile buttons and stickers for all participating volunteers 

· Suggestions on how to publicize your activity and recruit volunteers in your community
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To apply, be sure that

· You are living in your home country

· You are an alumnus in good standing of Muskie or UGRAD (FSAU)
Then, just fill out the attached application, making sure to include a project proposal and brief budget. Projects will be selected that are fun, benefit an under-served population, and are community service-oriented. Remember that all proposed activities must benefit children, the elderly or people with disabilities.  Sample project ideas include cleaning a schoolyard, visiting and/or planning an activity at a children’s hospital or orphanage, or planning a book drive. Remember, these are just ideas. How original can YOU be? 
The next application deadline is October 22, 2007. Be sure to email your complete application to smile@irex.org and submit one paper copy to your local IREX office. Applicants will be notified of their grant status by December 21, 2007 and will be able to implement their grant any time between January 1 and April 30, 2008. Questions should be directed to your local IREX office. 

We look forward to hearing from you!
Project Smile Examples

A production of "Snow White and the Dwarfs" will be staged at an orphanage.  Children will audition for parts in the cast. Every Saturday and Sunday for a month, cast members will have a rehearsal.  Once ready, the play will be presented to the public.

Children from two underprivileged schools will be taken on a field trip to a historical location.  They will be taken on guided tours and perform brief skits based on what they learned at the end of the day.
An all-day event will be held for visually impaired people.  The day will include a speaker, a roundtable for people to share their experiences, an exploration of technical aids available to the blind, and a hands-on life-skills workshop.    The project will be co-sponsored by a local organization which will provide meeting space, equipment and materials.
Students will create handicrafts that they will take to an elderly home to distribute to the residents.   
The community will be invited to participate in a “clean the playground” afternoon.  Posters about the “clean-up” will be posted two weeks before the event and volunteers recruited.     
1. Name: Last: ____________________________ First: _____________________ Middle: _____________________

2.  Past Program Name: _________________________ Past Program Year: _______________________________ 
Previous IREX Grants Received: __________________________________________________________________

3. Work or School Address: 

Place of Employment/School _______________________________________________________________________

Position/Specialization ___________________________Department _______________________________________
Street__________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________ City Postal Index_____________________

Country ___________________________________ Email _______________________________________________

Telephone__________________________________________Fax_________________________________________

4. Current Home Address:
Street________________________________________________________________________________Apt. ______

City________________________________________________________City Postal Index______________________

Country ___________________________________ Email _______________________________________________

Telephone___________________________________ Alternate Telephone__________________________________

5. Event Proposal: Using a separate piece of paper, please include a detailed 1-2 page proposal outlining the project you would like to implement. Be sure to answer the following important questions: How will this event benefit local children? What do you expect the outcome of the event to be? Be sure to include the proposed date of the event, the location (making sure you receive permission locally if required). Also, how many volunteers do you expect and how do you expect to recruit them?
6. Budget: Please use this chart to indicate how you plan on spending the $250 (or less, if appropriate).  Please be as specific as possible regarding your expenses.  Money can be spent to purchase materials for the activity or to implement the activity such as trash bags for a park clean-up, transportation to a hospital, ads to recruit volunteers, costumes for a performance, supplies for an art project, refreshments for participants, etc.  Grant money cannot be spent on equipment, furniture, gifts, or honorarium.
	Expense
	Detail of expense
	Cost

	Materials


	
	

	Transportation

	
	

	Food/snacks


	
	

	Other (explain)


	
	

	Other (explain)


	
	

	
	Total Cost:
	


IREX PRIVACY POLICY

Your privacy is important to IREX. That is why we request that all applicants read the following privacy policy statement carefully.

1. Applicant and Participant Information Content and Storage

Information about program applicants and current and past participants consists of data contained in their applications, information derived from interviews, and information gathered during the course of their program and as program alumni. IREX stores this information in written and electronic form indefinitely. Some data, such as contact information and professional experience is continually updated.

2. Use of Information

Information, which is described above, may be:

· Used by selection committees and interviewers to review applicants;

· Supplied to the program’s funding organization; 

· Submitted to potential host schools, universities, or organizations and/or organizations that provide internship      opportunities;

· Used for the evaluation of an individual’s participation in the program and in the collection of data for general program evaluation by IREX, funding agencies or other organizations contracted to conduct evaluations;

· Used for notifying program participants/alumni of upcoming events and programs;

· Provided to participants/alumni of this and other US government–sponsored programs for the purpose of fostering alumni networking;

· Provided to non-commercial, nongovernmental organizations for the purposes of promoting professional development among program participants/alumni; and

· Used by IREX for general promotional purposes in written or electronic form, including program directories, newsletters, web sites and other promotional materials.

If the applicant or current/past participant does not want to be included in the points above, it is their responsibility to notify their specific program administrator at IREX/Washington. IREX does not sell applicant, or current/past participant information.

The principles stated herein are binding only to IREX; other organizations involved in the administration of these programs may adhere to other privacy or similar policies. 

I certify that the information given in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that IREX reserves the right to verify all the information listed in the application.  I understand that giving false or misleading information in the application will result in exclusion from the competition.

Signature ​​​​​​​​​​​ 
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�








�





�





�





�








A program of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA)

of the US Department of State.

Administered by IREX.


